RADIANT   MAY   QUEENS   IN    FESTOON    AND    FINE    FEATHERS
On Sundays and holidays m Bulgaria, gala costumes and handsome headdresses make their apperar-
ane'j.     For very important events the flower-wreath is considered inadequate, and on an occasion
such a? this, when the most beautiful girls of the village have been chosen to dance a favourite
ring dance, a profusion of coloured beads and jingling coins hang about the head and shoulders,
while trails of brilliant flowers depend from a crested headdress
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sections ot  the natural routes leading
from the southern bank of the Danube
to the Adriatic and the Aegean,   While
one still hears talk of Bulgaria and of
Eastern   Rumelia,   which   have   been
united   since   1885,    for   present-day
purposes the country may be said to be
divided into two principal parts by the
Balkan range, which extends from the
Black Sea on the east to the Yugo-Slav
frontier on the west.   To the north of
this range the area, cultivated especially
for   wheat   and   maize,   slopes   down
towards   the  Danube.    To the south
there  are the tableland of Sofia and
the plain of Eastern Rumelia, both of
which are highly productive, and the
confused district which goes to make
up the Rhodope Balkan system.
Compared with England, Bulgaria is distinctly mountainous, for, in addition
to the Balkans proper, the western, south-western, and southern parts of the country are occupied by various groups or ranges, the most important of which are the Rila Planina to the south of Sofia, and the Rhodope Balkans which run parallel to the Aegean. But if there be few points of view which are not dominated by the " Balkans/' i.e., the mountains, to the traveller who is accustomed to the sculptured forms of the Alps or the Apennines, or to the dazzling pinnacles of the Canadian or American Rockies, the eminences of Bulgaria are almost dull at first sight. Nevertheless, rising sometimes to elevations of nearly 10,000 feet and running to hogs' backs rather than to sharp peaks, these enormous, sometimes heavily-wooded bastions grow gradually more and more impressive. Consisting
1016